
The City of Holyoke Gas & Electric has 
no shortage of heroes among their ranks. 
Four separate incidents during the last 

four years prompted 
NEPPA Safety Trainer 
Linda Calderiso to 
nominate the four 
employees for the 
Medic First Aid 
Good Samaritan 
Award.

Last year, Tom 
Haley was driving 
home to Holyoke 
from Westfield when 
he came upon sev-
eral stopped cars 
and chunks of con-
crete in the road. 
He heard screams 
coming from a 
Ford Explorer that 
had driven off the 
roadway, through 

the guardrails, down an embankment, 
bounced off trees and ended up upside 
down and facing the opposite way. One 
young man was ejected completely and 
the other was pinned under the vehicle.

Haley and another passerby man-
aged to get one victim to lie down and 
then lifted the vehicle up enough so the 
second victim could breath until the Fire 
department came. Both were brought to 
the hospital and survived but the more 

seriously injured teenager spent a year 
in rehabilitation and now has a limp. 
Ironically, Haley learned later that both 
young men were friends of his daughter.

Haley said that the CPR classes he 
has attended at the utility made him feel 
more confident and not completely help-
less during the situation.” It’s a good class 
to take,” he said, “especially for the work 
we do.”

Dan Courchesne, HG&E third class 
engineer, was celebrating Valentine’s 
Day with his wife at the Radisson Hotel 
in Enfield, Conn., when an elderly man 
walked into the lobby and asked if 
someone could please help his wife. 
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Holyoke “Good Samaritans” 
are Dan Courchesne, Lisa 
Roberts and Tom Haley.
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Holyoke Gas & Electric has its
share of “Good Samaritans”


